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Course	Descrip6on		
Web	Design	Basics	is	designed	to	introduce	students	to	programming	as	a	creaSve	medium-as	a	way	of	making	
and	exploring.	The	coursework	focuses	on	developing	a	vocabulary	of	interacSon	design	principles	which	can	
then	be	applied	across	a	range	of	plaYorms.	Students	are	encouraged	to	experiment	with	various	media,	tools,	
and	techniques,	ulSmately	producing	a	porYolio	of	interacSve	and	visual	projects	designed	for	the	screen.	An	
emphasis	is	placed	on	typography	as	it	applies	to	a	screen	context,	research-based	problem	solving	and	a	
"learning	through	making"	approach	to	technical	skill	building.	Historical	and	current	interacSon	design	
precedents	will	be	discussed.	

Learning	Outcomes	
By	the	successful	compleSon	of	this	course,	students	will	be	able	to:	

1. Design, build and maintain standards compliant web sites. 
2. Handcode semantic HTML. 
3. Use CSS to Implement Design, separating form from content. 
4. Incorporate various layout strategies and typography. 
5. Create responsive web sites designed for multiple devices. 
6. Incorporate the latest in CSS3 and HTML5. 
7. Use PHP and/or Javascript/jQuery. 

https://alvin.newschool.edu/prbn/bwckschd.p_disp_detail_sched?term_in=201530&crn_in=4059
mailto:onno@newschool.edu
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Assessable	Tasks 
Marking up the content Week 2 Is the markup valid and semantically correct 

HTML5?

Styling the Content Week 4 Is the CSS valid, clean, external and using 

structural selectors when possible? Are various 

layout strategies used to construct the pages?

Constructing the 

Portfolio Site

Week 6 Information Architecture: Is the site logically 

laid out? Is it SEO friendly? Is it tracked using 

Google Analytics?

Is the site Future Proof? Week 8 Is the website responsive to a change in 

viewport size, from an iPhone to the standard 

web browser?

Explore CSS3 and 

HTML5

Week 9 Are CSS3 & HTML5 being used to create the 

final website?

Modularity and 

Interactivity 

Week 11 Are PHP and/or Javascript being used in the 

final website?

HTML5 Multimedia Week 12 Does the web site use Audio, Video or Canvas?

Forms Week 14 Are forms used in the final website?
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Final	Grade	Calcula6on		

Website Analysis 5%

Midterm Worksheet 5%

HTML markup 5%

PhotoShop Comp 5%

CSS selections 5%

First Quarter Grade 25%

CSS Layout Strategies 5%

Portfolio Website 5%

Typography Poster 5%

Responsive Redesign of Portfolio 5%

class Presentation 5%

Second Quarter Grade 25%

Quiz:

Final: Worksheet 5%

Final: CSS3 Collateral 5%

Final: CSS3 Animatic 5%

Final: HTML/CSS 5%

Final: Modular Navigation 5%

Third Quarter Grade 25%

Final: HTML5 Multimedia 5%

Final: User Testing 5%

Final: Peer Review 5%

Final: Forms 5%

WordPress CMS 5%

Final Quarter Grade 25%

Final: Presentation 10%

Two assignments dropped: -10%

Total: 100%
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Course	Outline		

WEEK 1 Jan 27

Introduction to Hyper Text Markup 
Language. Brief history and overview of the 
web. Activity: Analyze a professional website 
in your discipline that you can take it apart. 
Activity: Make a copydeck, style guide and 
wireframe for the site and compare and 
contrast the site to its competition. Why does it 
work for you, and why does the competition’s 
websites not work as well for you? 

Analyze the elements of a 
website. Create a content 
sheet for the main page of a 
site that epitomizes the design 
field you are in. Write down 
the goals of the site. Use 
images. Mark up the 
assignment. Watch 
introductory videos. Read 
chapters 1-3. Due: Next week 
means due at 9am the 
following Tuesday (that way I 
can look over the assignments 
and provide feedback on your 
markup).

WEEK 2 Feb 3

The semantic nature of HTML5 & 
developing the layout and User 
Experience. Writing semantic HTML5, 
preparing images, upload files using FTP client 
and organize server space. Introduce user 
experience in developing content and 
designing layout Activity: Recreate the HTML 
document for the site homepage you analyzed 
with an eye on making it your own portfolio. 
Brand yourself.Activity: Activate the account 
school provides and upload first assignment.

Create landing page with link 
to assignment and worksheet. 
Worksheet is to contain 
strategy and design 
considerations. Create 
wireframe and redesign 
website with eye to morphing 
the site into your own, using 
Photoshop or Illustrator. Make 
links to these assignments on 
the worksheet. Read chapters 
4-6. Due: The following week.

WEEK 3 Feb 10

Introduction to cascading style sheets 
(CSS). CSS is the design language for the web. 
We go over the mechanics of how CSS 
integrates with HTML and cover the most-used 
properties. Activity: Highlight content using 
CSS. Activity: Following your Photoshop 
comp, style the markup.

Turn your Photoshop sketches 
into HTML and CSS code. Test 
your CSS selectors by targeting 
each element and change its 
background color. Insert your 
brand, written content and 
images to make your portfolio 
website.Read chapters 7-9. 
Due: The following week.

WEEK 4 Feb 17

CSS layout strategies. Various layout 
strategies including block vs inline, relative 
positioning, floats and floating layouts and the 
z-index property. Overview of layout strategies 
currently used to build pages in web design. 
Activity: Translate Photoshop Comp into 
HTML/CSS using different layout strategies.

Use these techniques to build 
your website. Read chapters 
10-11. Due: The following 
week. First quarter grade: 
Have your landing page, first 
two assignments and a good 
stab at coding the last and this 
assignments up by Wednesday 
Night. So I can grade them by 
next Friday.
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WEEK 5 Feb 24

Complete web site. Styling navigation, site 
architecture, optimizing the site for search 
engines and implement Google Analytics to 
track users. Activity: Style navigation links. 
Activity: Open up a Google Analytics account 
and apply it to your web pages

Develop your portfolio 
website. Read chapter 13. 
This Midterm Assignment 
is Due: Next week for review 
and grade. Have it ready for 
presentation two weeks from 
now.

WEEK 6 March 3

Midterm Homework Due! I will make rounds 
and provide feedback in class or through 
email. 
Type has exploded on the web. Principles of 
typography, formatting text and using type for 
effective communication when designing for 
the web. Activity: Practice using Typefaces 
from different sources. Activity: In class help 
with midterm projects. Activity:In-class 
midterm workshop.

Watch the videos on and by 
Carson. Create typography 
assignment. Read chapter 13. 
Due: In two weeks.

WEEK 7 March 10
Activity: Presentation and Critique of portfolio. 
Quiz on comprehension of reading material 
(book and all portal links in the materials 
section whose link is red).

Final assignment: create a site 
that sells something. Read 
chapter 12. Final 
Assignment is Due: at the 
end of the course. Topic is 
Due:: next week. Second 
quarter grade: Have your 
midterm up by Wednesday 
Night. So I can grade them by 
next Friday.

WEEK 8 March 17

Responsive Design. The web is on display 
on iPhone and iPad screens to desktop 
computers. CSS media queries allow you to 
target each of these devices in one style sheet. 
Activity: Use media queries to target different 
devices. 

1) For the class: Redesign the 
midterm to be responsive to 
each of these devices. 2) For 
the final: Develop a proposal 
for your final project. Read 
chapter 14. Due: The 
following week.

WEEK 9 March 31

CSS3 part 1. An examination of new CSS3 
properties: color, opacity, box shadow, border 
radius, multiple backgrounds, picture borders 
and gradients. Activity: Use these properties 
in class. 

1) For the class: Use the 
CSS3 properties covered in a 
collateral piece for your 
project. It can be a sales 
poster, an online brochure, or 
an email advertisement.  

2) For the final: Research, 
brand and position the final 
project in terms of its target 
audience, write the copy and 
develop a look that 
incorporates the CSS3 
properties covered this week. 
Due: The following week.
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WEEK 
10 April 7

CSS3 part 2. Detailed examination of more 
CSS3 properties: 2-D transforms, transitions, 
animations and multicolumn layout.  
Activity: Use these properties in class. 
Activity: In-class Workshop.

1) For the class: Using the 
new CSS3 properties to 
create a simple animatic for 
your final project. Animate 
elements created in the 
previous homework. 2) For the 
final: Finish wireframe and 
Photoshop Comp for final. 
Read chapter 17. Due: The 
following week.

WEEK 
11 April 14

Programming on the web. Scrips on the 
server and the client create the modern web 
experience. 1. Introduction to PHP. Activity: 
Use PHP includes to make final website 
modular. 2. JQuery as a way to create 
dynamic web pages. Activity: Create a 
dynamic web page using jQuery. 

1) For the class: Implement a 
PHP include for your 
navigation and a jQuery script 
into your final website. 2) For 
the final: finish the remaining 
page for your website for peer 
review. Read chapters 16 and 
20. Due: The following week.

WEEK 
12 April 21

Multimedia features of HTML5. HTML5 
introduces a host of new features, the most 
visible are sound, video and the canvas 
element. Activity: We will incorporate these 
elements into a web page. 
Activity: In-class final Workshop #2

1) For the class: Use audio, 
video or canvas to sell your 
final Project. 2) For the final: 
Create home page for the 
final. Read chapter 19. Due: 
The following week. Third 
quarter grade: Have your 
Final Worksheet including all 7 
steps, photoshop comp and 
first page ready and uploaded 
by Wednesday Night. So I can 
grade them by next Friday. 

WEEK 
13 April 28

Forms and Peer Review.HTML forms are a 
standard way to collect information from the 
user. Activity: Create a simple form. Your final 
project should be a functional web site by this 
time. Activity: Peer Review: Students split up 
into pairs and review each other’s web sites. I 
will also be reviewing everyone’s website. 

1) For the class: Create a form 
for collecting user information 
for your site. Write up the web 
site you reviewed and hand 
that in both to the person 
whose site you reviewed and 
to me. 2) For the final: Use the 
feedback from the peer review 
to finish your website. Finish 
reading the book. Due: The 
following week. 
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Required	Reading	
All reading can be found on: 
Class portal lecture notes. http://b.parsons.edu/~dejongo/ 

Recommended	Reading	
The many links located in the Class portal. 
HTML5 & CSS3 Visual QuickStart Guide (8th Edition) by Elizabeth Castro and Bruce Hyslop (Dec 31, 
2011) 
Video: Lynda.com 

Resources		
The Web 
Class Portal http://b.parsons.edu/~dejongo/ 
Lynda.com 

Materials	and	Supplies		
Web	space	will	be	provided	by	Parsons	B	Server	but	may	be	purchased.	

Grading	Standards	
I value most when students express their strength in the creation of their assignments. This varies 
greatly from student to student, depending on the major and general level of expertise. I grade the 
work according to how well it communicates, with the expectation that the technical aspects of 
how it is coded for the web not stand in the way of the communicative efficacy.  
  

WEEK 
14 May 5

Content Management Systems The basis 
of most professional websites is a CMS. We 
will take a look at how a WordPress template 
pulls together different PHP modules into a 
single HTML page, and how the CSS controls 
the look of the site. Activity: Modify a 
WordPress template, using it as the basis for 
our own design. Activity: 15 minutes will be 
taken to complete on-line student evaluations. 
Activity: In-class final Workshop #3. 

You will be working on your 
final and other assignments. If 
you have extra time on your 
hands, you can build a 
WordPress template. 

WEEK 
15 May 12

Final exhibition of your work. Class 
discussion, critique and celebration of your 
new found powers to build anything you can 
dream, on the web. 
Have a great New Year. 

Final grade: You will have an 
extra 5 days to complete all of 
your assignments. I will hand 
grades in exactly one week 
after the last c;lass.  

http://b.parsons.edu/~dejongo/
http://www.amazon.com/HTML-CSS-Visual-QuickStart-Edition/dp/0321928830/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
http://www.amazon.com/elizabeth-castro/e/b000aq2138/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_3?qid=1343834578&sr=1-3
http://b.parsons.edu/~dejongo/
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F 
Failing grades are given for required work that is not submitted and for incomplete final projects. 
Make-up work may be permitted only with the approval of the instructor and the program 
director. The code does not work.  

D 
When the work barely adheres to the assignments, or if most of the aforementioned assessable 
tasks are incomplete or unsatisfactory, and the work demonstrates poor control over the use of 
HTML or CSS. 

C/C+  
This is for average work. The work will demonstrate completion in engaging the assessable tasks, 
but the quality is below what is expected or at the expectation level. If the quality of the work 
surpasses expectations, it was probably turned in late.  The code may have problems, is too 
simple or the solutions are incomplete and do not reflect the breadth of the material covered in 
class. The document may or may not validate.  

B/B+  
Good work is when the majority of the assessable tasks are not just met, but are completed above 
expectations. The web site shows the student's strengths in a professional light, clearly 
demonstrating mastery of the many of the tasks involved in creating a web site as covered in the 
course. The code validates and is mostly error free. 

A  
Excellent work results in websites that are professional and excel in the presentation of the 
content. Assignments also exceed expectations. The code is clean, well organized, documented 
and error free, so that it validates.	

Official	Policy:	

A		[4.0;	96–100%]	
Work	of	excepSonal	quality,	which	oKen	goes	beyond	the	stated	goals	of	the	course	 

A-	[3.7;	91	–95%]	
Work	of	very	high	quality 

B+	[3.3;	86–90%]	
Work	of	high	quality	that	indicates	substanSally	higher	than	average	abiliSes 

B		[3.0;	81–85%]	
Very	good	work	that	saSsfies	the	goals	of	the	course 

B-	[2.7;	76–80%] 
Good	work 

C+	[2.3;	71–75%]	
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Above-average	work	

C		[2.0;	66–70%]	
Average	work	that	indicates	an	understanding	of	the	course	material;	passable		
Sa#sfactory	comple#on	of	a	course	is	considered	to	be	a	grade	of	C	or	higher. 

C-	[1.7;	61–65%]	
Passing	work	but	below	good	academic	standing 

D		[1.0;	46–60%]	
Below-average	work	that	indicates	a	student	does	not	fully	understand	the	assignments;		
ProbaSon	level	though	passing	for	credit	

F		[0.0;	0–45%]	
Failure,	no	credit	

 
Grade	of	W	
The	grade	of	W	may	be	issued	by	the	Office	of	the	Registrar	to	a	student	who	officially	withdraws	from	a	course	
within	the	applicable	deadline.	There	is	no	academic	penalty,	but	the	grade	will	appear	on	the	student	transcript.	
A	grade	of	W	may	also	be	issued	by	an	instructor	to	a	graduate	student	(except	at	Parsons	and	Mannes)	who	has	
not	completed	course	requirements	nor	arranged	for	an	Incomplete.  

Grade	of	Z	
The	grade	of	Z	is	issued	by	an	instructor	to	a	student	who	has	not	amended	or	not	completed	all	required	work	in	
a	course	but	did	not	officially	withdraw	before	the	withdrawal	deadline.	It	differs	from	an	“F,”	which	would	
indicate	that	the	student	technically	completed	requirements	but	that	the	level	of	work	did	not	qualify	for	a	
passing	grade.		

Grades	of	Incomplete		
The	grade	of	I,	or	temporary	incomplete,	may	be	granted	to	a	student	under	unusual	and	extenuaSng	
circumstances,	such	as	when	the	student’s	academic	life	is	interrupted	by	a	medical	or	personal	emergency.	This	
mark	is	not	given	automaScally	but	only	upon	the	student’s	request	and	at	the	discreSon	of	the	instructor.	A	
Request	for	Incomplete	form	must	be	completed	and	signed	by	student	and	instructor.	The	Sme	allowed	for	
compleSon	of	the	work	and	removal	of	the	“I”	mark	will	be	set	by	the	instructor	with	the	following	limitaSons:	

Work	must	be	completed	no	later	than	the	seventh	week	of	the	following	fall	semester	for	spring	or	
summer	term	incomplete	and	no	later	than	the	seventh	week	of	the	following	spring	semester	for	fall	
term	incomplete.	Grades	of	“I”	not	revised	in	the	prescribed	Sme	will	be	recorded	as	a	final	grade	of	“F”	
by	the	Registrar’s	Office.		

Divisional,	Program	and	Class	Policies	

●	Responsibility		
Students	are	responsible	for	all	assignments,	even	if	they	are	absent.		Late	assignments,	failure	to	
complete	the	assignments	for	class	discussion	and/or	criSque,	and	lack	of	preparedness	for	in-class	
discussions,	presentaSons	and/or	criSques	will	jeopardize	your	successful	compleSon	of	this	course.			
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●	ParScipaSon		
Class	parScipaSon	is	an	essenSal	part	of	class	and	includes:	keeping	up	with	reading,	assignments,	
projects,	contribuSng	meaningfully	to	class	discussions,	acSve	parScipaSon	in	group	work,	and	coming	
to	class	regularly	and	on	Sme.			

●	Amendance		
Parsons’	amendance	guidelines	were	developed	to	encourage	students’	success	in	all	aspects	of	their	
academic	programs.	Full	parScipaSon	is	essenSal	to	the	successful	compleSon	of	coursework	and	
enhances	the	quality	of	the	educaSonal	experience	for	all,	parScularly	in	courses	where	group	work	is	
integral;	thus,	Parsons	promotes	high	levels	of	amendance.	Students	are	expected	to	amend	classes	
regularly	and	promptly	and	in	compliance	with	the	standards	stated	in	this	course	syllabus.		

While	amendance	is	just	one	aspect	of	acSve	parScipaSon,	absence	from	a	significant	porSon	of	class	
Sme	may	prevent	the	successful	amainment	of	course	objecSves.	A	significant	porSon	of	class	Sme	is	
generally	defined	as	the	equivalent	of	three	weeks,	or	20%,	of	class	Sme.	Lateness	or	early	departure	
from	class	may	be	recorded	as	one	full	absence.	Students	may	be	asked	to	withdraw	from	a	course	if	
habitual	absenteeism	or	tardiness	has	a	negaSve	impact	on	the	class	environment.	

Whether	the	course	is	a	lecture,	seminar	or	studio,	faculty	will	assess	each	student’s	performance	
against	all	of	the	assessment	criteria	in	determining	the	student’s	final	grade.	

●	Canvas	
Use	of	Canvas	may	be	an	important	resource	for	this	class.	Students	should	check	it	for	announcements	
before	coming	to	class	each	week.			

●	Delays		
In	rare	instances,	I	may	be	delayed	arriving	to	class.		If	I	have	not	arrived	by	the	Sme	class	is	scheduled	to	
start,	you	must	wait	a	minimum	of	thirty	minutes	for	my	arrival.		In	the	event	that	I	will	miss	class	
enSrely,	a	sign	will	be	posted	at	the	classroom	indicaSng	your	assignment	for	the	next	class	meeSng.	

●	Electronic	Devices		
The	use	of	electronic	devices	(phones,	tablets,	laptops,	cameras,	etc.)	is	permimed	when	the	device	is	
being	used	in	relaSon	to	the	course's	work.	All	other	uses	are	prohibited	in	the	classroom	and	devices	
should	be	turned	off	before	class	starts.	

●	Academic	Honesty	and	Integrity	
Compromising	your	academic	integrity	may	lead	to	serious	consequences,	including	(but	not	limited	to)	
one	or	more	of	the	following:	failure	of	the	assignment,	failure	of	the	course,	academic	warning,	
disciplinary	probaSon,	suspension	from	the	university,	or	dismissal	from	the	university.	

Students	are	responsible	for	understanding	the	University’s	policy	on	academic	honesty	and	integrity	
and	must	make	use	of	proper	citaSons	of	sources	for	wriSng	papers,	creaSng,	presenSng,	and	
performing	their	work,	taking	examinaSons,	and	doing	research.	It	is	the	responsibility	of	students	to	
learn	the	procedures	specific	to	their	discipline	for	correctly	and	appropriately	differenSaSng	their	own	
work	from	that	of	others.	The	full	text	of	the	policy,	including	adjudicaSon	procedures,	is	found	at	
hmp://www.newschool.edu/policies/#	Resources	regarding	what	plagiarism	is	and	how	to	avoid	it	can	be	
found	on	the	Learning	Center’s	website:	hmp://www.newschool.edu/university-learning-center/student-
resources/	

http://www.newschool.edu/policies/
http://www.newschool.edu/university-learning-center/student-resources/
http://www.newschool.edu/university-learning-center/student-resources/
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The	New	School	views	“academic	honesty	and	integrity”	as	the	duty	of	every	member	of	an	academic	
community	to	claim	authorship	for	his	or	her	own	work	and	only	for	that	work,	and	to	recognize	the	
contribuSons	of	others	accurately	and	completely.	This	obligaSon	is	fundamental	to	the	integrity	of	
intellectual	debate,	and	creaSve	and	academic	pursuits.	Academic	honesty	and	integrity	includes	
accurate	use	of	quotaSons,	as	well	as	appropriate	and	explicit	citaSon	of	sources	in	instances	of	
paraphrasing	and	describing	ideas,	or	reporSng	on	research	findings	or	any	aspect	of	the	work	of	others	
(including	that	of	faculty	members	and	other	students).	Academic	dishonesty	results	from	infracSons	of	
this	“accurate	use”.	The	standards	of	academic	honesty	and	integrity,	and	citaSon	of	sources,	apply	to	all	
forms	of	academic	work,	including	submissions	of	draKs	of	final	papers	or	projects.	All	members	of	the	
University	community	are	expected	to	conduct	themselves	in	accord	with	the	standards	of	academic	
honesty	and	integrity.	Please	see	the	complete	policy	in	the	Parsons	Catalog.	

●	Intellectual	Property	Rights:	hmp://www.newschool.edu/policies/#	

●	Student	Disability	Services	(SDS)	
In	keeping	with	the	University’s	policy	of	providing	equal	access	for	students	with	disabiliSes,	any	
student	with	a	disability	who	needs	academic	accommodaSons	is	welcome	to	meet	with	me	privately.		
All	conversaSons	will	be	kept	confidenSal.		Students	requesSng	any	accommodaSons	will	also	need	to	
meet	with	Jason	Luchs	in	the	Office	of	Student	Disability	Services,	who	will	conduct	an	intake,	and	if	
appropriate,	provide	an	academic	accommodaSon	noSficaSon	lemer	to	you	to	bring	to	me.		SDS	assists	
students	with	disabiliSes	in	need	of	academic	and	programmaSc	accommodaSons	as	required	by	the	
Americans	with	DisabiliSes	Act	of	1990	(ADA)	and	SecSon	504	of	the	Federal	RehabilitaSon	Act	of	1973.	
hmp://www.newschool.edu/studentservices/disability/.	

http://www.newschool.edu/policies/
http://www.newschool.edu/studentservices/disability/

